Anthropologist. Poet.Writer.Educator

IRMA MCCLAURIN, PhD,  is a 30 year veteran activist-scholar, bio-cultural anthropologist,  administrator, poet, public intellectual, mentor and teacher. 
As a writer, she is committed to scholarship and communication that reaches beyond the academy to engage multiple audiences and advance public knowledge.  Trained as a biocultural anthropologist, interested in how culture shapes biology, her research grapples with the social construction of inequality.

She is an experienced executive with extensive knowledge and proven expertise in higher education administration, community outreach and engagement, philanthropy and federal grants, program development and systems design, strategic and translational communications, gender policies and educational access and equity.  A humanistic social scientist, she has served as a consultant to non-profits, was the Associate VP and Founding Executive Director of the first University of Minnesota Urban Research and Outreach/Engagement Center, and recently left her post as the second woman and 15th President of Shaw University in Raleigh, NC . 

As President of Shaw, she successfully led the institution through recovery after a tornado (April 16, 2011) caused $3M of destruction and damaged 27 buildings. She led the Disaster Relief Campaign that netted $200,000 in donations and negotiated over $1M in FEMA funds. As the founding Executive Director of UROC, she was  actively involved in the renovation of a 21,000 square ft. derelict shopping center into a community-based research center, completed a community-driven strategic planning process, developed the branding and communications strategies,  facilitated community research projects with residents as researchers,  and was lead PI on a $2.9M federal grant from the Department of Commerce for Broadband Access for Public Computers Centers.  All of these outcomes were completed in less than three years.

An avid poet and writer of creative non-fiction, Dr. McClaurin has published three books of poetry, and her poems have appeared in over 16 magazines and anthologies, including translations into Spanish and Swedish. She is the Culture and Education Editor for Insight News of Minneapolis.  Her published books include Women of Belize, Black Feminist Anthropology, and The Civil Rights Movement and Facing the Future in the Marshall Cavendish series “The Drama of African American History”[2007].  She is current working on two children’s books.
McClaurin is also a prolific and motivational speaker and has appeared on National Public Radio. 
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